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Hartleb says full-time 
state supported staff 
is now capped 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


Governor-elect Deval Patrick 
announced that he will restore $383 
million in budget cuts made by 
Governor Mitt Romney _ in 
November. Romney was given “9-C 
authority” which grants the governor 
temporary authority to reduce public 
expenditures, including local aid and 
education spending, during a fiscal 
emergency. 

According to the Boston Globe, 
Patrick said that the state can afford 
the spending and that the cuts would 
hurt education, social services, and 
other needed programs. The restora- 
tion of the cuts was made possible by 
higher than expected tax revenues 
which he says are up more than $300 
million above the original estimate. 
He felt it would be possible to avoid 


Right: The College Student 
Relief Act of 2007 propos- 
es to cut interest rates on 
subsidized federal loans 
by half over the next five 
years, which could be 
good news for some of the 
NECC students who waited 
in line for financial aid on 
the first day of of the 
spring semester (above). 


dipping into the state's savings 
account, which was the original plan 
before Romney made the cuts. 

If implemented, the cuts would 
have impacted NECC's $17.7 million 
state appropriation by up to 
$700,000. Up to $500,000 in negoti- 
ated pay raises for American 
Federation of State, County, and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 
and $200,000 in directs cuts would 
have been made. 

“Patrick restoring the cuts means 
the budget that we thought we had 
this year is now back. There is no 
new money but we have the budget 
we planned for,’ said NECC 
President David Hartleb. 

“However, Patrick's administra- 
tion sent out a ‘statement saying that 
all full-time state supported positions 
are capped as of Jan. 6, 2007,” Said 
Hartleb. “This means that if, for 
example, there is a cap of 300 full- 
time state supported positions and we 
have the money for 301, we can no 
longer do that. We cannot use the 
money on state supported staff.” 

Most of the full-time staff and 


faculty at NECC are state supported 
and it is possible that could create a 
real problem in the future. Even 
though this could be a big hit for 
NECC, Hartleb is confident that it 
will not affect any classes offered. 

“T don't want students worrying 
about certain classes being cancelled. 
This should not affect classes offered 
on campus,” said Hartleb. 

With the budget cuts being 
restored, NECC's budget is safe for 
now but the Governor makes it clear 
that serious changes may be in the 
near future. 

“While we support the initiatives 
agreed to for the current fiscal year, it 
is critically important for 
Massachusetts residents to under- 
stand that next year's budget will be 
tight and will require that we make 
tough choices,” said Patrick, accord- 
ing to a Boston Globe article. 

For now everyone will have to 
wait and see what the next fiscal year 
will bring and start preparing for pos- 
sible cuts to the budget. 

“This spring we will be doing a 
lot of lobbying for a better budget,” 
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Decrease in Interest Rates 
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Deval Patrick says he will budget cuts that would 
have impacted NECC by up to $700,000. 


House passes 


student 


loan relief 


Interest on subsidized 
federal loans could 
be cut in half 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
Features Editor 


On Jan. 17, 2007, the House of 
Representatives passed a bill to 
reduce the interest of subsidized fed- 
eral loans. The current rate of 6.8 
percent will be reduced over a 5-year 
period to 3.4 percent. 

“Today’s bipartisan vote to cut 
the interest rate in half on federally 
subsidized student loans over the 
next five years will help make a col- 
lege education more affordable and 
more accessible for our next genera- 
tion of leaders and innovators,” stat- 
ed Nancy Pelosi, speaker of the 
House of Representatives. Pelosi is 
the newly appointed house speaker 
of the now primarily democratic con- 
gress. 

The bill, referred to as the 
College Student Relief Act of 2007 


or H.R. 5, outlines the relief by drop- 
ping the percent rate by increments 
each year. Students who have taken a 
loan out between now and July 2006 
will have the rate of 6.8 factored into 
their loan. 

In July 2007, the rate will drop to 
6.12 percent. 

Over the 5 years as the percent- 
age decreases, however, it will affect 
how student loans are charged inter- 
est. The average of all years account- 
ed for will determine total interest 
rate when loans are consolidated 
upon graduation. 

According to US Pirg, about 5.5 
million students take out federal sub- 
sidized loans every year — 2.2 million 
being from two-year colleges alone. 

Stafford loans were not always 
offered to all students. As of 1993, 
Congress made them available to stu- 
dents who do not show financial need 
as calculated by financial aid. 

H.R. 5 still has to make its way 
through the Senate and be passed 
through the president. 

“It's potentially great news for 
students and I hope it becomes law,” 
said President David Hartleb. 
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Time to bring troops 
home, not send more 


Saturday became the deadliest 
day for U.S. forces in two years 
when 25 soldiers were killed. This 
is the third worst day since the war 
began in March 2003. According to 
the Associated Press, as of Sunday, 
a total of at least 3,057 members of 
the U.S. military have lost their 
lives in the Iraq War. At least 2,434 
died as a result of hostile action, 
according to the military's numbers. 

The controversy surrounding 
the executions of Saddam Hussein, 
Barazan Ibrahim, his former intelli- 
gence chief and half-brother, and 
Awad Hamed al-Bandar, head of 
Iraq's Revolutionary Court, have 
only added to the violence and out- 
rage in the streets of Baghdad. 

What is the current solution 
offered? That we send 20,000-plus 
new troops into Baghdad. 

Many feel that sending more 
troops to Iraq is a huge mistake. 
President Bush and his administra- 
tion have made it clear that they are 
determined to send additional 
troops, despite opposition from the 
Senate. 

According to the Associated 
Press, two leading Senate democ- 
rats sought to build support Sunday 


for a bipartisan resolution opposing 
President Bush's war strategy in 
Iraq. 

We must first come to an agree- 
ment about this war as a country if 
there is hope for an end to this war 
soon. As of now, the presence of 
American soldiers has been unable 
to subdue the violence that spreads 
throughout the region. It is a very 
real possibility that sending more 
troops over will increase the upris- 
ings instead of stopping it. 

The constant presence of 
American troops has made Iraq 
civilians an unfortunate target. 
According to U.S. estimates, the 
death count for Iraqi in 2006 was 
34,000. A peacekeeping organiza- 
tion, compromised of the surround- 
ing regions, will have a better 
chance of maintaining some type of 
stability in Iraq. 

In a war that was entered into on 
the pretense of destroying weapons 
of mass destruction, which turned 
out not to exist, and building a gov- 
ernment that is already crumbling, 
it is time to bring our troops home 
not send more over. 

The American people need to 
stand as one and demand that 
President Bush act with the best 
interest of all in mind, not just his 
own. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication may be 
submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the newsroom, located in Rm. 


C-222 in the Spurk building. 


All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verification 
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received by the Observer email system. 


a prefer submissions via email: 
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Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received 
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WAIT UNTIL CONGRESS 
CUTS OUR STUDENT DEBT! 
WE COULD HAVE THE 
AMERICAN DREAM! 


< 


“Ny 


Francisco Correa, Engineering 
“T guess it’s okay, it would be money 


David Cicchetti, Computer Sciences 
“I’m annoyed about it.” 


How do you feel about classes 
being cancelled due to low 
enrollment? 


Alicia Calil, Business Transfer Andrew Loosigian, Liberal Arts 

“I don’t think it’s fair. I think they “That’s not very fair. If someone's 
should accomodate to the students or enrolled you can’t pull the rug out 
stay with the classes.” from underneath them.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Peg Tuelle, Paralegal Studies Nicole Levasseur, Multimedia 

“I can understand, but can see where “I’m definitely not happy with it. I 
it would be difficult, because you would be upset if it had to do with 
need certain classes to gradudate.” my major.” 


Just a few dollars 
can really add up 
when it comes to 


your wallet 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


When I was 
in high school, I 

_. didn't think 
financial stress 
existed. If I 
» needed money 
for a school trip, 
for school sup- 
plies, or even 
for gas to get me 
to school, all I 
needed to do 
was ask my parents. I was working 
one day a week at Dunkin’ Donuts 
and brought home $30 paychecks 
each week, but even so, my biggest 
concern was being unable to afford a 
DVD set I really wanted, or a cool 
new shirt. Medical bills, phone bills 
— all those “serious” things — were 
handled by my parents. 

Needless to say, when I graduat- 
ed from high school, I also graduated 
from getting free rides off of my par- 
ents. I quickly realized that I needed 
to find a higher paying job just to fill 
my tank each week. It doesn't really 
occur to you how much the little 
things in life cost — until it comes 
time to pay for the big things. 

With that in mind, here are some 
really simple ways I've learned to 
conserve cash, While they may seem 
completely obvious, it's amazing 
how often we disregard the impor- 
tance of cutting out small expenses. 

1. Bring your own lunch. 
There's no doubt in my mind that 
most of money goes towards food. 
Working four or five days a week in 
a video store surrounded by four 
major fast food chains is convenient 
in many ways, but convenience 
comes with a price, and spending a 
minimum of $5 a day on a sandwich 
that will inevitably induce a heart 
attack is silly. Consider that you can 
go to the grocery store and buy 
microwaveable dinners for around 
$3 (sometimes less, if the store is 


having a sale) and you've saved 
about $15 that week. 

On top of bringing your own 
lunch, here are minor expenses that 
really add up: coffee and bottled 
water. Rather than buying a fancy 
“mochafrappachinalatte” at the 
gourmet coffee shop, brew your own 
at home. Toss it in a heat-conserving 
cup, and you're good to go. As for 
bottled water, go ahead and buy one, 
but then save the bottle and fill it 
with tap. If you're too scared to drink 
tap water, think about investing in a 
water filter. The one-time moderate 
price will eventually pay for itself. 

2. Use your library. When was 
the last time you paid a visit to your 
friendly, neighborhood library? You 
know... the one you're paying taxes 
to keep up and running? Yeah, that's 
what I thought. Well, here's some- 
thing you may not realize: The 
library is for more than just books. 
Check the Haverhill Library's 
Website (www.haverhillpl.org) and 
look at the online catalog. Haverhill 
has been blessed with an absolutely 
fabulous library, something not 
every town has. Here you can not 
only check out the latest bestsellers, 
but also the newest movies, as well 
as browse their very extensive CD 
collection. They even have a video 
game or two floating around the 
premises. Some of the latest acquisi- 
tions I myself have checked out: 
Queen's “Greatest Hits,” the first 
season of “Smallville,” and the new 
Beatles disc, “Love.” 

The whole purpose of using the 
library is to save money on entertain- 
ment expenses, without taking away 
the little things that bring joy to your 
life. I want to save money, but I don't 
want to be staring at the ceiling 
whenever I have free time because 
I've cut fun out of my budget. If you 
don't have a library like Haverhill's 
(for all you New Hampshire resi- 
dents), there are other ways of find- 
ing what you want for cheap — 
garage sales, buying used items at 
stores, renting at the local video 
store. Remember, the less you spend 
on yourself, the more you can spend 
when the weekend comes. Because 
it's good to be thrifty, but it's not cool 
to blow off your friends because you 
don't have the money to go bowling 
or bar-hopping. 


3. Sell your old junk. Okay, this 
isn't so much a money-saving tech- 
nique as a way to ear a little extra 
cash, but selling your old junk is a 
great way to reduce clutter around 
the house while making some 
money. However, avoid selling your 
items to pawn shops, or even most 
brick-and-mortar stores. All they're 
going to do is give you a few dollars 
for your stuff then jack up the prices 
outrageously, making a large profit 
in the process. The best venue to sell 
your old stuff is online, at places like 
eBay or Amazon.com. The reason | 
say this is that eBay and Amazon 
operate differently than brick-and- 
mortar stores: Rather than buying 
your product and selling it for more, 
each business charges a small com- 
mission fee. EBay is great for things 
like clothing and jewelry, old col- 
lectibles, and other miscellaneous 
products, while Amazon is better 
suited for selling old books, DVDs, 
and video games. Here's an idea for 
those of you who don't have access 


Campus Gripes: What’s with 
the tight security? 


ACCESS DENIED. 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


So here's a story: I'm attending a 
theater festival as a partner to a tal- 
ented young lady competing in it. 
Obviously, we need to rehearse 
prior to the festival as the good little 
thespians we are. After comparing 
schedules, it becomes obvious that 
the best day for the two of us to get 
together is on Sunday each week. So 
with that plan in mind, we decide to 
meet on campus Sunday evening to 
go over our scenes. 

So Sunday comes and we arrive 
on campus at the same time. We 
walk toward the entrance doors of 
the Spurk building, discussing the 
scenes and the festival, when one of 
the doors opens, and a security 
guard steps out. 

“The school is closed,” he says. 

“Closed?” we repeat... 

“Yeah. You can't come in.” 


The girl I'm with starts to 
explain that we're working on a 
scene for drama. She mentions that 
the professor advising us has asked 
us to sign up for specific times to 
meet with him, and that we're here 
to practice and sign up for a time. 

“Is the professor here now?” the 
guard asks. 

“No,” she responds. 

“Then you can't come in,” he 
says flatly. “If he was here, it would 
be fine, but if no one's on campus, 
you can't come in.” 

Discouraged, we left, and need- 
less to say, little practicing was done 
that evening. 

However, the whole encounter 
has left me a little annoyed. First of 
all, I've never heard anything about 
the actual school being shut down at 
7 p.m. on a Sunday night, even if it 
was winter break. Why? Because as 
a member of the Observer staff with 
a Monday deadline, I'm here almost 
every Sunday night to work on my 
section of the paper, usually arriving 
even later than 7. 


On top of that, the fact that no 
professor was on campus shouldn't 
have had an impact on anything. 
The professor who advises the 
Observer staff is not on campus 
Sunday evenings, and as | said 
before, I'm always here. 

The fact is, this isn't high 
school, it's college. I'm going to be 
23 in two and a half weeks, and I 
think I can control myself in an 
empty campus. Now, I understand 
if the security team wants to check 
IDs after classes have let out and 
during vacations, but no student 
paying money to go here should be 
denied entrance. 

Believe it or not, student- 
related things happen on campus, 
regardless of vacation or not. As 
an Observer staff member, writ- 
ing this article at 6:22 p.m. ona 
Sunday night before school 
beginning, I can attest to that. 

I can also attest to the fact 
that I had much better luck by 
sneaking through the oft-ignored 
side door. 


MCT illustration 


to a good library: Buy items used on 
Amazon, then sell them back when 
you're through playing that video 
game, or watching that DVD. At the 
most, you've only spent a few dollars 
~no more than what a rental would 
be. 

4. Use credit cards wisely. 
Credit cards are, unfortunately, a 
necessary evil. While in college, it's 
understandable to resort to using 
your credit card to get yourself out of 


Saving money in little chunks 


a tight spot. However, the problem 
most college students have is defin- 
ing what a “tight spot” is. A tight 
spot, for example, is if your car 
breaks down and you can't get to 
work. A tight spot is NOT buying a 
new pair of jeans with plastic just 
because it's not payday yet. Also, 
once you've established some credit, 
try to apply for a card with a lower 
interest rate. You can then transfer 
your balance to the new card, allow- 
ing you to pay less on previous pur- 
chases. 

5. Keep track of what you're 
spending. Now, I am the absolute 
laziest person in the world when it 
comes to keeping track of my 
account activity. Because of this, I've 
had more than my share of overdraft 
fees charged to my account. My 
checking account was once negative 
$250 at it's lowest, all because I kept 
getting slammed with overdraft and 
overdue fees, even though I only 
overdrew a few dollars. 

Luckily, despite my complete 
inability to balance my checkbook, 
I'm lucky to be living in the comput- 
er age, and to be in possession of a 
copy of Quicken. Quicken can keep 
track of your spending for you by 
downloading data straight from your 
checking account. Now, all I do is 
check my Quicken every morning to 
see how much is sitting in my 
account, and if there are any suspi- 
cious charges. It definitely beats 
overdraft fees, and I haven't been 
overdrawn ever since | started using 
it. 

There are so many ways to cut 
comers, and most of them are quite 
obvious. It's possible to save money 
without resorting to a nitpicky bud- 
get, and it's amazing how quickly 
small savings add up. 


“If you would be wealthy, think of saving as well as 
getting.” 


-- Benjamin Franklin 


“I’m living so fay beyond my income that we may be 


said to be living apart.” 


--e.e. cummings 


“The only way not to think about money is to have a 


great deal of it.” 


--Edith Wharton 


“My problem lies in reconciling my gross habits with 


my net income.” 


--Errol Flynn 


“Lack of money is the root of all evil.” 


--George Bernard Shaw 


“Money frees you from doing things you dislike. 
Since | dislike everything, money is handy.” 


--Groucho Marx 


“| have enough money to last me the rest of my life, 


unless | buy something.” 


--Jackie Mason 


“A wise man should have money in his head, but 


not in his heart.” 


--Jonathan Swift 
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A new student’s first Impressions 
=< Sw AL 


I totally admit to this sounding a bit 
sappy, but it’s legitimate. I am an out- 
spoken, ostentatious, and opinionated 
person; if I didn’t mean it, believe me, I 


A school is not its 
walls but the people 


who go here 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Contributing Reporter 


err st 
impressions 
4 mean every- 
m™ thing, espe- 
cially to me, 
so my first 
impression of 
NECC_ was 
something I 
was worried 
. about. Not 
like lose sleep worried, but more like 
mild afternoon headache worried. 
What if I had made the wrong 
choice? 

Once upon a time in high school 
I didn't even want to go to college — I 
didn't think it would be worth it. I 
suppose it's because I'm stubborn that 
the more the high school counselors 
told me I had to go to college the 
more I knew it just wasn't for me. But 
alas, I digress; this is supposed to be 
an impression of my first impression 
of NECC. 

I remember it like yesterday, 
which is odd because it was this 
morning. For me anything before 
noon seems like another day once | 
wake up, but again with the digres- 
sions, I apologize, first day of NECC 
here we go. 


wouldn’t say it. 


-Daniel Potocki 


I arrived at 7:30 in the morning. 
It was cold and I hadn't had any cof- 
fee to drink. I remember this clearly, 
mostly because it was cold. I'm sure 
global warming is a problem but if by 
driving a cement mixer down the 
highway at four gallons a minute I 
can wake up and not have to my 
hands go numb, so be it. Sure I sup- 
pose if this global warming thing is 
real I might be driving the steam 
roller on the bottom of a lake, but I 
bet it would be a warm lake. So I 
arrived and proceeded to immediate- 
ly find a place to chill for an hour and 
a half, because my first class was at 
nine. 

Something about the gray sky, 
gray trees, and gray ground, it all got 
together and struck me. First I 
thought I was in a black and white 
movie, the sort of thing where Bella 
Lugosi would pop out any minute 
and assault me. My next thought and 


first impression was that this staunch 
utilitarian concrete Mecca would be 
my new home for the next few years. 
What a brave new world I was in. Its 
lack of color almost highlights the 
fact that in the spring, summer and 
fall, it will have a lot of color. I have 
to admit all of this was a bit daunting. 

Then I started thinking of the 
people. I remember Carry Kutney 
who signed me up, all of the helpful 
staff ranging from the guy at the 
computer lab desk that remembered 
my name, to Professor Johnedis who 
gave perhaps the single greatest 
opening class speech for my sociolo- 
gy course. So the full measure began 
to sink it: A school is not its walls, 
but the people who teach here and go 
here. I totally admit to this sounding 
a bit sappy, but it’s legitimate. | am 
an out-spoken, ostentatious, and 
opinionated person; if I didn't mean 
it, believe me, I wouldn't say it 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world's most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) * Tuition Assistance * Holidays Off 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus Program and Much More! 


[The UPS 
EARN & 


LEARN 
|Program 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO; 978-441-3400 


Get up to $23,000 


in College Education Assistance! 


* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD » CHELMSFORD, MA 


OS and the UPS trscmert 


An Equa! Opportunity Employe 


panera acer ted Pane Serece cf Anema 


When you watch the news at 
night, if you do, and I think you 
should, you get the impression that 
the world is spinning out of control. 
Wars, terrorism, celebrities in reha- 
bilitation programs that are nicer 
than most people live in, so little of 
our world is tangible, nothing is sim- 
ple anymore. But in such a confusing 
place it is good to know that you 
have someplace to go, to meet other 
people, and to expand the world we 


live in. Maybe, just maybe, this was 
the right choice. I would be more cer- 
tain if I could, but my magic eight 
ball insisted that I ask again later. 
Between me and you though, I'm 
happy right where I am. 


Daniel Potocki is a columnist 
and writer; he lives in Newbury, 
Plum Island and is very happy with 
NECC. 
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Hartleb celebrates 1th anniversary 


Appreciative Inquiry 
is on list of future 
plans for Hartleb 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


David Hartleb celebrated his 11th 
year anniversary as president of 
NECC on Monday, Jan. 22. Hartleb 
became president in January of 1996 
and has done and will continue to do 
great things for the college and its 
students. 

“I'm proud of all the progress the 
college has made. 
There have been a 
lot of changes in the 
past 11 years. 
There's the technol- 
ogy we brought to 
teaching and learn- 
ing, the upgrade to 
the computer labs, 
the smart class- 
rooms and especial- 
ly the new student 
welcome center,” 
said Hartleb. 

The computer labs feature the 
latest Dell workstations, laser printer, 
scanners, digital cameras, comfort- 
able seating and a study area. 
Specialty support staff and faculty 
are on hand to assist students with 
computer, course-related problems. 

The One-Stop Student Center 
offers multiple services in one loca- 
tion. Students can get all their ques- 


Students can earn 
degree from Salem 
State at Northern 
Essex 


this. 


Beginning in January, students 
will be able to earn a bachelor’s of 
liberal studies degree with a concen- 
tration in heath professions from 
Salem State College by taking 
courses at Northern Essex that are 
taught by Salem State professors. 

The classes: will be held in the 
evening to accommodate working 
students, who will be able to focus 
on Spanish, management or writing. 

“This is wonderful news for the 
thousands of Norther Essex alumni 
who have graduated from allied 
heath programs and have been 
thinking of continuing their educa- 
tion.” said Grace Dimmik, associate 
dean of academic affairs, transfer, 
articulation and advising. 


For more information on the 
bachelor’s degree program, contact 
Connie Nelson at 978-542-6935 or 
cneilson@salemstate.edu. For more 
information about transfer opportu- 
nities, contact Grace Dimmick at 
978 556-3449. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


I feel like we make 
a difference here 


and that’s why I do 


— David Hartleb 


tions answered, apply for admis- 
sions, apply for and ask questions on 
financial aid, register for courses and 
meet with an academic advisor. 

“The student leadership program 
and the student activities and athlet- 
ics have improved substantially from 
years ago,” said Hartleb. 

The student leadership program 
assists students in developing leader- 
ship and career related skills with 
workshops and service learning to 
help lead students to academic suc- 
cess and achieving career goals. 

NECC student activities and ath- 
letics offer a variety of choices for 
students, including baseball, men's 
and women's basketball, volleyball, a 
wellness and fit- 
ness center, stu- 
dent senate, per- 
forming arts club, 


ski and kayak 
club and much 
more. 

“This is a 


great college with 
outstanding fac- 
ulty. I feel like we 
make a difference 
here and _ that's 
why I do this,” said Hartleb. 

One future plan of Hartleb's is an 
Appreciative Inquiry. It is a strategic 
plan, in which seven students are 
involved, that will hold a summit in 
May of about 250 people. Some peo- 
ple will be from the community and 
many will be faculty and staff. 

“It's a positive method. Instead of 
asking what should be fixed, we ask 
what was the best and how can we 


make it better,” said Hartleb. “It's a 
method that is used in many busi- 
nesses and schools today.” 

It's clear that Hartleb is proud of 
the success of the college during his 
perior in office and will remain here 


for years to come. 

“I plan to be here until I retire 
which I'm not ready to do yet,” said 
Hartleb. 

It is likely that under the watch of 
David Hartleb, the college will con- 


De ce ae 


Joni Quinn photo 
NECC President David Hartleb celebrated his 11th anniversay as president and 


says he plans on staying until he is retired. 


tinue to grow and improve steadily. 

“T don't feel we've arrived. 
There's always room to improve the 
environment for students,” said 
Hartleb. 


Ping-pong competitor assaulted 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been released 
to inform students and staff about 
the incidents requiring the assis- 
tance of Eagle Security at the 
NECC campuses in Haverhill and 
Lawrence: This log covers all inci- 
dents from Sept, 20, 2006 to Jan. 
19, 2007. 


All events occuring on the 
Haverhill campus from Sept. 20, 
2006 to Jan. 19, 2007 


Sept. 22, 2006 — There was an 
unconscious student in the C 
Building regarding a medical issue 
and was taken by ambulance to the 
hospital. 


Oct. 2, 2006 — Items were 
reported missing from the E 


Building. A student is suspected of 


stealing science equipment like 
those used in CSI. The items have 
still not been found. 


Oct. 5, 2006 — There was an 
unconscious student in the C 
Building regarding a medical issue 
and was taken by ambulance to the 
hospital. A car was also reported 
damaged in Lot 5 after a student 
argument. A police report was filed. 
A copy of that report has been 
requested. 


Oct. 12, 2006 — A student was 
reported in crisis due to a medical 
issue. No further information can be 


released. 


Oct. 16, 2006 — A student fell 
out of a chair while trying to catch a 
pencil that was tossed to him by 
another student. No serious injuries 
were reported. A car was stolen out 
of Lot 2. A police report was filed. 


Oct.19, 2006 — A car was bro- 
ken into in Lot 2. The window was 
smashed and a satellite radio and 
iPod were taken. 


Oct. 20, 2006 — A student was 
assaulted by his opponent after win- 
ning a match during the ping-pong 
tournament in the NECC gymnasi- 
um on Oct. 20, 2006. The Haverhill 
police were contacted and Officer 
John Little was dispatched on a 
report of an assault and battery with 
a dangerous weapon. 

According to the police report, 
upon arrival Officer Little was met 
by American Medical Response 
workers who were in the process of 
treating the victim for a laceration 
to the right side of his head. 
According to the report there was a 
pool of blood on the floor in front of 
the victim. 

The victim stated that he was 
playing in a ping-pong tournament 
and has just won a match against 
the defendant, according to the 
report. The defendant was agitated 
over a discrepancy during the game 
and threw his ping-pong paddle 
across the table which struck the 
Victim in the head, according to the 
report. 

“The call before the winning 
call was said to have been question- 
able,” said Kathy Ash, Eagle 
Security. “It is also questionable 
whether (the defendant) threw the 
paddle on the table out of anger and 
it accidentally bounced off and hit 


(the victim) or if he purposely threw 
it at (the victim).” 

It is unclear at this time whether 
or not an assault charge will be 
brought against the defendant. 


Oct. 21, 2006 — A student fell 
out of a chair during an EMT class. 
No injuries were reported. 


Oct. 26, 2006 — A student 
reported an attempted break-in on 
her car when she noticed one of the 
windows had been forced open a lit- 
tle. Nothing was reported missing. 


Nov. 3, 2006 — Pens were 
reported missing from the student 
advising center. There have been 
numerous complaints of people tak- 
ing small items from the center. 


Nov. 7, 2006 — A female student 
was taken by ambulance to the hos- 
pital during a play rehearsal on the 
third floor of the C Building due to 
a medical issue that caused her to be 
in a lot of pain. 


Nov. 9, 2006 — A hit and run 
was reported in Lot 4. A student’s 
car was hit causing scratches and a 
dent, The driver left the scene. 


Nov. 14, 2006 —A student dislo- 
cated a shoulder in the gym while 
playing basketball. Apparently the 
student went up for a pass and 
pulled the arm out of the socket 
while coming down. An ambulance 
was called and the student was 
taken to the hospital. 


Dec. 21, 2006 — A staff mem- 
ber’s pocketbook was reported 
stolen from room B-215. 


Jan. 2, 2007 — A female student 
fell down the stairs in the F build- 


ing. She was not seriously injured. 


Jan. 18, 2007 — A student 
slipped on a patch of ice in front of 
Lot 2 and twisted an ankle. She was 
not seriously injured. 


All events occuring on the 
Lawrence campus from Sept. 20, 
2006 to Jan. 19, 2007 


Oct. 19, 2006 — Daycare com- 
plained that a student touched one 
of the children standing in line 
waiting to enter the Daycare class- 
rooms. An incident report was filed. 
Due to disciplinary actions taken 
against the student, no more infor- 
mation can be available at this time. 


Nov. 18, 2006 —A street person 
came into the building looking for a 
student. This person had been 
drinking and began bothering stu- 
dents and using “swear words.” 
Security asked him to leave. He 
went outside and began talking and 
swearing at nurses. At this point the 
Lawrence police were called. The 
person left without incident. 


Jan. 8, 2007 — Bookstore man- 
ager reported that the glass door at 
the bottom of the link area was not 
securing. Someone may have hit the 
frame. Doors will not lock. 


Jan. 9, 2007 — Haverhill mainte- 
nance was on site to repair glass 
door in the link area by the loading 
dock. 


Jan. 10 — Jan. 19 — No incidents 
reported. 


All of the information compiled 
in this log by Editor-in-Chief Joni 
Quinn. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Steve Irwin action 
figures to go on sale 
next month 


TWINSBURG, Ohio (AP) — 
Crikey! A talking “Crocodile 
Hunter” Steve Irwin action figure 
with his recorded voice will go on 
sale across the U.S. next month. 
The toys will also be sold in 
Canada, the United Kingdom, 
France and Germany. 

With the blessing of his widow, 
the 39-piece Steve Irwin Wildlife 
Adventure Series as well as plush 
toys and educational items will 
launch next month at the 2007 
International Toy Fair in New York, 
toy maker K&M Intemational said. 

K&M was ready to stop the 
international launch after Irwin 
died Sept. 4 from a poisonous 
stingray barb piercing his chest, but 
Terri Irwin wanted to go ahead, 
said G.B. Pillai, K&M president. 

“We want people to know what 
he stood for and never forget him,” 
Pillai said. 

Irwin's final documentary, 
called “Ocean's Deadliest,” is to air 
Sunday on Discovery. It will not 
include footage shot the day he 
died. 


Twenty-three new 
computer models 
prove the earth is 
warming 


BOULDER, Colo. (AP) — 
Boulder-based scientists say the 
most definitive report yet on global 
warming will be presented in Paris 
on Feb. 2. 

Sixteen worldwide research 
groups did 23 computer models to 
prove the earth is warming. 

All 23 models agree that the 
planet will continue to warm as 
levels of carbon dioxide and other 
heat-trapping “greenhouse” gases 
rise in the coming decades, 
William Collins of the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research 
(NCAR) in Boulder told the Rocky 
Mountain News. 

“This report will provide the 
most compelling evidence to date 
that climate is changing and that 
mankind is responsible for that 
change,” said Collins, a lead author 
of the report's climate projections 
chapter. 

“Children being born at this 
point in the 21st century will expe- 
rience — we believe, under certain 
projections — significant climate 
change,” he said. “I personally 
hope that this report stimulates 
people to take action to slow our 
influence on climate.” 

Issues to be discussed include 
retreating mountain — glaciers, 
shrinking summertime arctic ice, 
rising sea levels and polar ice 
sheets melting. 

Kevin Trenberth of NCAR 
said the new research will be more 
reliable than earlier studies. 


NECC receives new 
endowed scholarship 


Former Haverhill 
resident donates 
money in memory 


of friend 


By SARA CoDAIR 
News Editor 


Northern Essex Community 
College recently received $104,000 in 
the name of Edward J. Sheehan for an 
endowed scholarship fund. The 
money was donated by David 
Whitman. 

The scholar ship will be called the 
Edward J. Sheehan Memorial 
Scholarship and will be presented to a 
student graduating from NECC who 
is transferring to a four-year school. 

The scholar ship will be for 
$4,000, but will be given in two 
$2,000 increments over two years. It 
will be given to a student with finan- 
cial need and good moral character. 
The first recipient will be selected this 
spring. 

According to Jean Poth, the vice 
president of institutional advance- 
ment, this is the largest transfer schol- 
arship the college has ever offered. 

“This is a major donation and it 
will make a major difference for our 
students who are often making sacri- 
fices in pursuit of a college degree,” 
said Poth. 

David Whitman, who donated the 
money, grew up in Haverhill with 
Sheehan, and says they were “best 
friends.” 

“I wanted to honor Ed's memory, 
and because of his close involvement, 


I thought the scholarship would be an 
appropriate way,” said Whitman. 

Sheehan attended NECC himself 
and graduated in 1969. Then, after 
graduating from Salem State with a 
business management degree, he 
spent the first 20 years of his career 
working for Massachusetts electric 
before he returned to NECC as super- 
intendent of buildings and grounds. 

“Ed was dedicated to our cam- 
pus.” said David Hartleb, president of 
the college. “Its incredible natural 
beauty is a testament to his careful 
stewardship.” 

Sheehan's wife, Ronnie, says his 
love for the college is what prompted 


Courtesy photo 
Left to right: Ronnie Sheehan, David Witham, David 
Hartleb and Jean Poth were present for the donation 
of the Edward J. Sheehan Memorial Scholarship. 


ae 


This is a major 
donation and it 
will make a major 
difference... 

— Jean Poth 


her to suggest that the scholarship 
benefit a NECC student. 

The scholarship criteria will be 
available in February. 


Asperger syndrome in the 
spotlight in murder cases 


BOSTON (AP) — Asperger syn- 
drome has been used with some suc- 
cess by defendants like 16-year-old 
John Odgren, whose alleged fatal 
stabbing of a fellow student in a 
high school bathroom has shocked a 
suburban town. 

Odgren is being held without 
bail, charged with first-degree mur- 
der in the death of James Alenson, a 
15-year-old freshman who prosecu- 
tors said was stabbed at Lincoln- 
Sudbury Regional High School on 
Friday morning. 

Odgren's attorney told a judge 
during arraignment Friday that his 
client has Asperger syndrome, a 
form of autism in which people can 
be quite intelligent but are unable to 
develop social skills. 

“These kids with Asperger's, 
particularly in the teenage years, see 
themselves on the outside looking 
in, and they don't know why,” said 
Milton Altschuler, a Houston psy- 
chiatrist who diagnosed New York 
real estate heir Robert Durst as hav- 
ing the syndrome. 

A Texas jury acquitted Durst of 
murdering a neighbor in 2003. His 
attorneys told jurors about the 
Asperger diagnosis, and his case is 
among several in recent years in 
which Asperger syndrome has 
played a role. 

Missouri's appeals court in 2004 
overturned a first-degree murder 


conviction on grounds that jurors 
weren't allowed to hear about James 
Boyd III's struggles with Asperger's. 
Boyd, who was serving a life sen- 
tence, this month entered a no-con- 
test plea to second-degree murder, 
and is scheduled to be sentenced in 
March. 

The Autism Society of America 
said there have been 22 criminal 
cases in the United States since 
2002 in which convictions were 
avoided in part because of an 
Asperger syndrome diagnosis, The 
Boston Globe reported. The group 
did not return calls on Saturday. 

A fight broke out at about 7:20 
a.m. between Odgren and Alenson 
in a school bathroom and spilled out 
into the hallway, where the stabbing 
took place, Middlesex District 
Attorney Gerard Leone - said. 
Authorities have not commented on 
a possible motive. 

Odgren allegedly blurted out, “I 
did it. I did it,” a prosecutor said. A 
police report said that after the stab- 
bing, Odgren also said: “Is he OK? I 
don't want him to die.” 

Assistant District Attorney 
Daniel Bennett said Odgren stabbed 
Alenson with a long knife in the 
abdomen and once in the heart. The 
knife was found inside the school 
bathroom. 

Robert Craig, a father of two 
who lives down the street from the 


Alenson family, said on Saturday 
that that town is stunned. 

“One of the main reasons we 
came to Sudbury was the quality of 
the schools,” said Craig, whose 
daughter, Emma, attends the high 
school. 

“You wonder why nobody 
picked up any warning signs,” Craig 
said of reports that Odgren some- 
times wore a trench coat — reminis- 
cent of the Columbine High School 
killers — and seemed fixated on 
weapons. 

Odgren once participated in a 
“CSI” — crime scene investigation 
class at a local community college, 
and the Sudbury police officer who 
arrested Odgren reported an oddity, 
as well. 

“I told Odgren at least three 
times to not speak in regards to the 
incident,” officer Nathan Hagglund 
wrote in his report. “I told him that 
he needed to be provided his rights 
per Miranda. He told me that he had 
a set of Miranda rights in his wal- 
let.” 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimates that as 
many as 2 to 6 per 1,000 children 
have one of the autism spectrum 
disorders, of which Asperger syn- 
drome is one. The cause is unknown 
but scientists suspect both genetic 
and environmental factors play 
roles, according to the CDC. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


EE ae 


Hugo Chaves says 
priest is bound for 
Hell 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

President Hugo Chavez calls 
Jesus a guiding light for his self- 
styled socialist revolution, but 
that has not spared some of 
Venezuela's Catholic leaders from 
being grouped with US. 
President George W. Bush among 
the leftist leader's reviled oppo- 
nents. 

While Chavez called Bush the 
“devil” in a speech to the United 
Nations last year, he recently said 
a priest critical of his government 
was bound for hell. 

Chavez lashed out at Luckert 
in a Jan. 10 speech, accusing him 
of telling lies and living an 
ungodly privileged life. He 
declared the priest is doomed to 
go to hell. Luckert later told 
Venezuela's Union Radio that, 
while Chavez gives sermon-like 
speeches, his government is 
spending money lavishly. 

The entirely pro-Chavez 
National Assembly is poised to 
grant the newly re-elected presi- 
dent sweeping powers in the com- 
ing week to pass laws by decree, a 
move Chavez says will permit 
profound changes in areas from 
the economy to defense. He says 
his brand of socialism will not 
copy Soviet or Cuban commu- 
nism despite his friendship with 
Fidel Castro, 

Chavez snapped at church 
leaders earlier this month when 
they expressed concern about a 
decision not to renew the license 
of opposition-sided TV channel 
RCTV. 


Turkish teen arrested 
for murder of 
Armenian journalist 


ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — 
Police detained a teenager suspected 
in the slaying of an ethnic Armenian 
journalist, acting on a tip from the 
boy's father after his pictures were 
broadcast on Turkish television, 
Istanbul's governor said Saturday. 

Ogun Samast, who is 16 or 17 
years old, was caught on a bus in the 
Black Sea city of Samsun, Gov. 
Muammer Guler said. He was appar- 
ently on his way from Istanbul back 
to his home town of Trabzon, the 
governor said. 

Hrant Dink, the 52-year-old edi- 
tor of the Turkish-Armenian news- 
paper Agos, was gunned down out- 
side his newspaper's office in 
Istanbul on Friday. 

Most Turks assume Dink was 
targeted for his columns saying the 
killing of ethnic Armenians by Turks 
in the early 20th century was geno- 
cide. Nationalists consider such 


Statements an insult to Turkey's 
honor and a threat to its unity, and 
Dink had been showered with insults 
and threats. 
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Plans to help NECC 
address educational 
needs in Lawrence 


Niurka Aybar has been named 
to the newly created position of 
assistant director for community 
relations for Northern Essex 
Community College in Lawrence. 

Aybar, who is bilingual and 
bicultural and has extensive experi- 
ence in community outreach in 
Lawrence, is working with individ- 
uals, businesses, organizations and 
agencies to identify educational 
needs in the community and deter- 
mine how Northern Essex can 
address them. 

“My goal is to get connected 
with people who can benefit from 
the college,” said Aybar. “I'm 
working with the college's longtime 
partners to strengthen and grow our 
relationships. I'm also creating 
new partnerships that will benefit 
the city of Lawrence and its resi- 
dents, whether they are high school 
students, newly arrived immi- 
grants, or longtime residents.” 

Aybar promotes workshops 


Jan. 24, 2007 


Aybar to lead community relations 


introducing new students to col- 
lege, facilitates financial aid for 
community based organizations, 
represents the college at cultural 
and community events, serves on a 
number of local community boards, 
and works with local neighborhood 
associations. She was recently 
elected secre- 
tary of the 
board of direc- 
tors of the 
Lawrence 
Cultural 
Alliance and is 
coordinating 
new initiatives 
for the college 
with communi- 
ty agencies 
such as the 
Boys and Girls 
(Higher Education Resource 
Center), Lawrence Community 
Works, and GEAR UP. 

Aybar is well aware of Northern 
Essex Community College and the 
benefits it provides. A native of the 
Dominican Republic, she enrolled 
in developmental English courses 
at the college after graduating from 
Lawrence High School. After 


tion. 


Club, HERC 


receiving an associate degree in 
business transfer from Northern 
Essex, she transferred to 
Merrimack College where she 
earned a bachelor degree in busi- 
ness administration with a concen- 
tration in accounting. She is cur- 
rently working on her master's in 


SS So oe 


Like many immigrants, I needed to 
develop my language skills before I 
could move forward with my educa- 


-Niurka Aybar 


economic and social development 
at U.Mass/Lowell. 

“Like many immigrants, I 
needed to develop my language 
skills before I could move forward 
with my education,” says Aybar. “I 
will always be grateful that 
Northern Essex gave me _ that 
opportunity. It was a great place to 
start on my degree as well.” 


After graduating from 


Merrimack, Aybar was the coordi- 
nator for the Focus in Transition 
Program at Merrimack College. 
She has also been a community 
health specialist for the Northeast 
Center for Health Communities, a 
Greater Lawrence Family Health 
Center program, and was most 
recently assistant 
director of the 
NECC/HUD (USS. 
Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development) 
Community & 
Bint et. p rasse 
Development Center. 


Aybar lives in 
Dracut. 
Northern Essex 


has had a presence in 
Lawrence for 30 years and current- 
ly has two facilities in the city, the 
Dimitry Building at 45 Franklin 
Street and the Louise Haffner 
Fournier Education Center at 78 
Amesbury Street. 

Some of the college's premiere 
programs-health care, criminal jus- 
tice, and paralegal-are taught solely 
in Lawrence. The college also pro- 
vides basic skills programs, includ- 


Courtesy photo 
Niurka Aybar 


ing ESL, GED Prep, and Transition 
to College, in the city. Over 2400 
students study in Lawrence each 
semester, 450 of whom are enrolled 
in health care programs. 

For more information on oppor- 
tunities in Lawrence, contact Aybar 
at 978 738-7437 or 
naybar@necc.mass.edu. 


— 


Indoor 


gs 


MetroRock 


Climbing Gym 


Tu 


time. 


You must si 


Fe 


Cost is $30.00 Includes rental equipment, 
safety instruction class, and climbing 

You will also receive a free 

climbing pass for your next adventure! . 


up and pay by Tuesday Jan 30th. 
See Moe in the Sport & Fitness Center Snack 


6th 


Shack for more info 


bing 


+ 40+ visits = Entry into Grand Prize drawing for a portable 


Northern Essex Community College 
WELLNESS & FITNESS CENTER 


Earn a new Prize every 10th workout!! 


+ 10 visits = NECC Wellness & Fitness Center Water bottle 
20 visits = NECC Wellness & Fitness Center t-shirt 


+ 30 visits = NECC Wellness & Fitness Center Gym Bag 


DVD player 


Sponsored by the NECC Department of Athletics and Recreation, a part of the College Life 
and Healthy Living Unit, Division of Enrollment Management and Student Services. 
To request a sign language interpreter please call 978-556-3897 (V/TTY) 


— 


by 


556-3819 


Workout, 
Get Fit 
yand Earn Prizes!!! 


For more information call the Wellness & Fitness Center at 978- 
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Haverhill campus holds 
Women Returning to School fair 


Student shares 
experiences to help 
motivate 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


Michelle Lattime almost 
brought the room to tears during 
the Women Returning to School 
Fair at NECC, as she spoke of the 
hurdles she jumped to go back to 
school. ; 

Lattime, 40, 
graduated from 
NECC in the 1980s 
with an associate 
degree in computer 
science. She 
worked in that field 
for many years, but 
found herself 
unhappy and in 
need of a change. 

“IT could put the 
clothes on, walk the 


Even though I didr't major in pho- 
tography, taking that one course 
gave me such insight to my 
future,” said Lattime, who joined 
the Women's Network in 2005. 

Today, Lattime is a junior at 
the University of New Hampshire 
working part-time toward a bache- 
lor's degree in psychology. She is 
also the proud new mom of a 10- 
month-old baby girl. 

“The Women's Network was 
more help to me than these women 
will ever know. All the information 
I was provided opened a whole 


a 


Most look at (going back to school) as 
the great unkown. Who wants to jump 
into the great unknown? 


-Rose Dittmer 


and which credits can transfer 
from a previous college. 

“Most look at (going back to 
school) as the great unknown. Who 
wants to jump into the great 
unknown? We place you there so 
that its not the unknown, and you 
can find your place easily,” 
explained Rose Dittmer, assistant 
dean of career planning. 

Luisa E. Costa, 33, a mother of 
three from Lawrence, attended the 
fair with her daughter in hopes of 
furthering her education to provide 
for her children. 

“IT want to 
be able to give 
my kids what I 


couldn't have. 
My 17-year-old 
son, who's 


attending 
UMass, is actu- 
ally the one who 
pushed me to go 
back to school,” 
said Costa. 

At h e 


walk, and talk the 
talk, but it was never really me,” 
said Lattime. 

After the tragedy of Sept. 11 
Lattime was laid off, then experi- 
enced the tragic loss of her mother, 
and being unable to conceive a 
child with her husband for many 
years. 

“I saw a Northern Essex 
brochure and decided to take a 
non-credit course in photography. 


new world for me,” said Lattime. 

The Women 
School fair is sponsored by the 
Women's Network at NECC and 
the Women's Fund of Essex 
County. It is held twice a year on 
the Haverhill campus. 

During the fair women can ask 
questions about any concerns they 
have, including financial aid, how 
to register, what classes to take, 


Returning to 


Women's 
Network was started by students 
16 years ago to help women suc- 
ceed and stay in school. Their mis- 
sion is to provide a one-stop 
source for women within Northern 
Essex and the community who 
would like to explore career and 
educational opportunities, enhance 
their self-esteem and provide sup- 
port for each other. 
“You need to ask yourself if 


M.J. Perna photo 


Michelle Lattime (left) shown with Donna Johnson 
(right) and Ginny Anderson (center), spoke at the 
Women’s Returning to School fair. 


you want to continue what you're 
doing, or do something that is ful- 
filling,” said Ginny Anderson, 
coordinator of the Women's 
Network. “What's important is to 
find a career that is important to 
you. That is the key.” 

The Women's Network offers 
an array of workshops free of 
charge to help women get back 
into school comfortably. 


NECC Board of Trustees 


“We laugh, we cry, we com- 
miserate with each other,” said 
M.J. Perna, director of career 
counseling. 

For more information on the 
Women's Network or to speak with 
Ginny Anderson, Women's 
Network coordinator, please call 
978-556-7486. 


welcomes three new members 


Haverhill Attorney Joseph 
C. Edwards was elected chair- 
man of the Northern Essex 
Community College Board of 
Trustees by his fellow trustees 
at the November meeting of 
the board. 

Edwards is the first gradu- 
ate of Northern Essex to serve 
as chairman of the board. He 
received an associate degree in 
business administration in 
1964 from Northern Essex, a 
bachelor’s degree from Suffolk 
University in 1966, and a J.D. 
degree from New England 
School of Law in 1973. 

In addition to running a 
private law practice in 
Haverhill, Edwards is very 
active in the community. He volunteers as chairman of the 
Haverhill License Commission and as chairman of the Board of 
Trustees at Essex Agricultural and Technical High School in 
Danvers. He also serves on the NECC Alumni Advisory Board. 

“Joe Edwards is an excellent choice for chairman of the 
board of trustees,” says NECC President David F. Hartleb. “As 
a graduate of the college, he understands our mission and our 
important role. As a businessperson and attorney, he has the tal- 
ent and experience to provide leadership. And, as a very active 
member of the community, he is well connected and well posi- 
tioned to help the college forge partnerships.” 

Edward’s priority will be the completion of a new down- 
town Lawrence campus. “With the new Technology Center and 
Behrakis One-Stop Student Center on the Haverhill Campus and 
the new Corporate and Community Education Center in North 
Andover, its time to focus on Lawrence and build an Allied 
Health and Technology Center that will benefit the city and the 
region.” 


Press Release photo 
Joseph C. Edwards 


Peter Dulchinos of § 
Chelmsford, recently © 
retired patent engineer 
and intellectual property 
attorney for Raytheon 


Company, has _ been 
appointed to the 
Northern Essex 
Community College 
Board of Trustees. 


Dulchinos holds 
Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Science 
degrees in Electrical 
Engineering from 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, a 


Master’s of. Science 
degree in Engineering pee 
Management from Peter Dulchinos 


Northeastern 

University, and a Juris Doctorate from Suffolk Law School. 
He is a member and former chairman of the Chelmsford 

Board of Health, a member of the Statewide Advisory 


Council of the Department of Mental Health, vice chairman _ 


of the Trustees of Westborough State Hospital, a town meet- 
ing representative, a Republican state committeeman for the 
Third Middlesex District and a member and former chairman 
of the Chelmsford Republication Town Committee. 

Dulchinos belongs to the Boston Patent Law Association, 
the Licensing Executives Society, and Who’s Who in 
America, Law, Industry. 

NECC’s Board of Trustees includes nine members who 
are appointed by the governor of the state to a maximum of 
two five-year terms as well as an alumni-elected member, 
who also serves a maximum of ten years, and a student 
trustee, who serves for two semesters. 


Northern Essex 
Community College Student 
Rhiannon Lombard of 
Hampstead, N.H. and 
Downingtown, Penn. has been 
elected to the Northern Essex 
Community College Board of 
Trustees by her fellow stu- 
dents. : 
Lombard will serve two 
semesters on the board which 
includes nine members who 
are appointed by the governor 
of Massachusetts to a maxi- 
mum of two five-year terms, 
an alumni-elected member, 


who also serves a maximum of Press Release photo 
ten years, and a student trustee. 


A dual major in graphic Rhiannon Lombard 


design and visual arts with a photography emphasis, Lombard 
has been very active on campus, participating in the Student 
Leadership Program and serving as a student ambassador. She 
also is an ambassador for the college’s Honors Experience, a pro- 
gram that gives highly motivated and talented students at the col- 
lege the opportunity to participate in research-based or creative 
projects that go beyond the scope of their regular classes. 
Additional activities include the college’s volleyball team, the 
AmeriCorps program, and the Appreciative Inquiry Committee. 

“I’ve found a real sense of community at Northern Essex,” 
says Lombard. “I am continually amazed by the support given to 
the students by all members of the college, from President 
Hartleb, to each of my professors, and the staff of the Career 
Planning and Advising Center. I would not be as successful as I 
am without their encouragement, dedication, and inspiration.” 

After graduating from Northern Essex in 2008, Lombard 
plans to transfer for a four-year degree. 
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Arts & Entertainment _ s 


Play to portray 1911 NYC disaster 


Top Notch Players to 
perform ‘Triangle 
Factory Fire 
Project’ 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The Top Notch Theater will 
commemorate one of the worst 
industrial disasters since the 
Industrial Revolution with the 
spring production of “The Triangle 
Factory Fire Project.” 

The play chronicles the story of 
the fire that took place in 1911 in 
the garment district in New York 
City. The fire claimed the lives of 
146 garment workers in approxi- 
- mately 30 minutes. 

“This story deserves to be heard 
again and again,” says Professor 
Jim Murphy, director of the NECC 
production. 

The top three floors of the 10 
story Asch Building, located at 23- 
29 Washington Place in Manhattan, 
was home to the Triangle Waist 
Factory, which controlled approxi- 
mately 500 employees, mostly 
young, Polish, Italian and Jewish 
immigrant girls. 

At the end of the workday, on 


Saturday, March 25, 1911, a terrible 
fire broke out on the eighth floor of 
the Asch Building. A poorly dis- 
posed cigarette caused the fire. 

The flames quickly spread to 
the ninth and 10th floors. The 
escape routes were limited. The 
ninth floor had only two exits, a 
stairwell and one door that 
remained locked for fear that the 
workers would steal materials. 

The fire escapes were weak and 
collapsed under the pressure of the 
workers trying to flee. Some work- 
ers jumped nine stories to their 
deaths, while others escaped to the 
roof of the Asch Building and were 
able to jump to the rooftops of sur- 
rounding buildings for safety. 

Ironically, the Asch Building 
was built to withstand fire. “The 
Titanic was the  unsinkable 
ship...this was the building that 
wouldn’t catch fire,” says Susan 
Sanders, theater coordinator and set 
and light designer. 

The fire led to the rise of orga- 
nized labor unions that fought for 
better working conditions. 

“Yes, we’ve made substantial 
progress,” says Murphy of working 
conditions today. “In spite of those 
advances, so much of what we do 
on a day to day basis is still and will 
always be based on the presump- 
tion: ‘It will never happen to me.’” 


Murphy says that the story con- 
tains strong parallels to today. In 
particular, the Triangle Factory Fire 
bears a resemblance to the state of 
affairs that occurred at the Station 
Night Club fire. 

“The Triangle Factory Fire 
Project” takes a unique approach to 
theater. The script, by Christopher 
Piehler, is comprised of eyewitness 
accounts, official court transcripts 
and other documentation. In addi- 
tion, instead of the audience wit- 
nessing an objective perspective, 
the characters speak directly to the 
audience. 

The play is “very theatrical in 
its presentation,” says Sanders. 

The original off-Broadway pro- 
duction, directed by Alan Evan 
Scott, used only nine actors — five 
men and four women — to play the 
roles of the 34 characters in the 
play. 

The NECC production will use 
the same tactic and will require 
actors to play multiple roles. 

Murphy says that the play will 
be.a challenge for the actors, the 
technical crew, and for Sanders and 
himself. 

There are no main characters in 
the play. All the characters are prin- 
ciple to the telling of the story. 

“There are no stars in this 
piece,” says Sanders, “It’s what’s 


Jasmin Pastrana photo 


Set designer Susan Sanders and director Jim Murphy 
look forward to the spring production of “The 
Triangle Factory Fire Project.” 


called an ensemble play.” 
Auditions for “The Triangle 
Factory Fire Project” will be held 
on Jan. 29 at 6 p.m. in the Top 
Notch Theater. Auditions are open 
to all NECC students. Positions for 
crew members and help with cos- 
tume alterations are also available. 
“The Triangle Factory Fire 


The NECC Top Nefceh, Players invite you to 


Auditions 


The 


Project” opens on Mar. 30 and 31 at 
7:30p.m. Another showing of the 
production will be held on April 4 
at 4 p.m. and April 5 through 7 at 
7:30p.m. Tickets are available at the 
door and at www.mvarts.info. 
Ticket prices are $10 for general 
admission and $8 for students and 
seniors. 


Triangle Factory Fire, Project* 


*In 1911 the Triangle Shirtwaist factory in New York City caught fire and 146 people died, most of them young immigrant 


women. This is a dramatic retelling of the events leading up to the fire, the fire itself and the trial that followed. 


Page 10 NECC Observer 


Jan. 24, 2007 


By Gary GENTILE 
AP Business Writer 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
dance flick “Stomp the Yard” 
retained its top spot at the box office 
for a second week, but a handful of 
small films were boosted by their 
success at the Golden Globes. 

The Fox Searchlight film “The 
Last King of Scotland” was the 
biggest beneficiary as the studio 
shrewdly expanded the art house 
film from four theaters to 495, antic- 
ipating a good performance at the 
Globes. The movie took in an esti- 
mated $1.8 million from Friday to 
Sunday. 

Forest Whitaker was named best 
actor in a drama for his portrayal of 
Ugandan dictator Idi Amin. He also 
is considered a favorite for an acting 
Oscar. 

“The marketplace accepted the 
movie,” said Paul Dergarabedian, 
president of box-office tracker Media 
By Numbers. “Having Forest 
Whitaker win for that key role really 
boosted the film.” 

“Babel,” from Paramount 
Vantage, increased its ticket sales 
500 percent from last weekend after 
the film, an ensemble piece featuring 
Brad Pitt and Cate Blanchett, won 
best drama honors at the Globes. 

The film, which initially didn't 
make the list of top 20 box office 
earners, jumped to 12th place this 
weekend with $2.3 million, accord- 
ing to studio estimates, bringing its 
13-week take to $24 million. 

The Miramax drama “The 
Queen” also got a huge lift, jumping 
233 percent from last week to the 
ninth spot after its star, Helen 
Mirren, won two Golden Globes 
one for her portrayal of Queen 


By MELISSA CARON 


Copy Editor 
When I saw the trailer for 
“Freedom Writers,” I impulsively 


started Coolio’s 
“Gangsta’s Paradise.” As much as I 
like Hilary Swank, I felt no impulse 
this that 


made so many times before. I fig- 


humming 


to see movie has been 
ured it was better left for the view- 
ing pleasure of moviegoers too 
young to have seen “Dangerous 
Minds.” 

On Friday night, my sister and | 
were on our way back from the 
Manchester, N.H. airport. | 
tired and cranky from a very 
delayed layover flight out of JFK, 
and having left 75-degree weather 
that morning in Florida, I was curs- 
ing the icy New England weather 
for which I was pitifully under- 
dressed. When a couple of my sis- 
ter’s friends called and asked if she 
and I wanted to catch the 10 p.m. 
showing of “Freedom Writers” at 
the Londonderry, N.H. movie the- 
ater, I said no. She said yes. 

Little sisters have a knack for 
getting their way. 

I spent the first third of the 
movie cynically wary of its formu- 
laic plot. Hilary Swank, who has 
won Academy Awards for her per- 
formances in “Boys Don’t Cry” and 
“Million Dollar Baby,” stars as a 
new teacher named Erin Gruwell 
who takes on her first job at a Long 
Beach high school during a time of 


was 


Anyone who is skeptical about the posi- 
tive effect a Globe win can have on a 
film's box office need only look at this 


weekend’s numbers. 


-Paul Dergarabedian 
President of Box Office Tracker 


Elizabeth II in “The Queen,” and as 
Queen Elizabeth I in a TV minis- 
eries, 

Another smaller film, the 
wartime fantasy “Pan's Labyrinth” 
from Picturehouse, a division of 
Time Warner Inc., saw its weekend 
gross jump 118 percent, moving it 
from 18th place last week to seventh 
place this weekend with $4.7 mil- 
lion 

The film, from Mexican director 
Guillermo del Toro, has won numer- 
ous awards, although it lost last week 
in the best foreign-language film cat- 
egory at the Globes to the Clint 
Eastwood Japanese-language war 
film “Letters From Iwo Jima™ 

“Anyone who is skeptical about 
the positive effect a Globe win can 
have on a film's box office need only 
look at this weekend's numbers,” 
Dergarabedian said 

Many of the films are expected 
to be nominated Tuesday for the 
Academy Awards. 


Se a 


Hilary Swank is excellent as usual in her role as real- 


“Stomp the Yard,” which focuses 
on a step competition between rival 
college fraternities, earned $13.3 
million, narrowly beating “Night at 
the Museum” with $13 million. The 
comedy starring Ben Stiller has 
made about $206 million. 

The only film to open wide this 
weekend, the horror movie “The 
Hitcher,” came in fourth at the box 
office. 

“The film is a little disappointing 
for us,” said Jack Foley, president of 
distribution for Rogue Pictures. “It 
opened competitively in a sluggish 
marketplace and | think it will stick 
around for a few weeks anyway.” 

Overall, box office receipts for 
the top 12 films were down 20 per- 
cent from the same weekend last 
year. 

Estimated ticket sales for Friday 
through Sunday at U.S. and 
Canadian theaters, according to 
Media By Numbers LLC. Final fig- 
ures will be released Monday. 


life Long Beach teacher Erin Gruwell. 


interracial gang warfare in the wake 
of the L.A. riots. Swank is glutted 
with syrupy idealism, certain that 
she can make a difference in these 
teens’ lives. 

As Ms. Gruwell’s freshman stu- 
dents disrespect her pitifully hope- 
ful efforts to teach them poetry 
through 2 Pac’s (or as she says, 
“Two Pack’s”) music, as her teach- 
ing adviser (Imelda Staunton, “Vera 
Drake”) encourages her to just stick 
it out until all the problem students 
have dropped out of school, as her 
husband (“Grey’s Anatomy” dream- 
boat Patrick Dempsey) resents the 
time she spends on work and her 


father (Scott Glenn, “Urban 
Cowboy”) doubts the merits of her 
idealism, it’s clear and predictable 
through all of it that she will even- 
tually get through to her students 
and prove the naysayers wrong. 
And yet, even as the plot contin- 
ued to be predictable, I found my 
bad mood and cynicism fading 
away more and more as the movie 
went on. Here’s why: This is a true 
story. When Ms. Gruwell wins her 
students over because she listens to 
them and respects them, that’s real. 
When she gives her students an 
assignment to write in composition 
notebooks and the stories they tell 


MCT photo 


Jennifer Hudson was all smiles on the red carpet of 
the 2007 Golden Globe Awards. 


‘Freedom Writers’ charms audiences 


are those of struggle and_heart- 
break, that’s real. The movie is, in 
fact, based on a book called “The 
Freedom Writers Diary,” which is 
the published version of what Ms 
their 
notebooks over those first two years 


Gruwell’s students wrote in 


of her teaching career 
The screenplay, 
director Richard 


written by 
LaGravenese, is 
adapted from “The Freedom Writers 
Diary.” The movie is produced by 
Danny DeVito, Michael Shamberg, 
and “Erin Brockovich” producer 
Stacey Sher. The soundtrack, a sat- 
isfying mix of rap and hip-hop from 
the early to mid-90s, is well-chosen 
and enhances the mood of the film. 

Swank continues to prove her 
worth as an actress in her role as the 
optimistic and determined Erin 
Gruwell. She was picked by the real 
Gruwell to play the role. Swank 
says, “True stories resonate with 
me. I was inspired by the screenplay 
and moved by its humanity. I felt in 
my heart and soul that I needed to 
be a part of telling this story. When 
I found out that I was Erin’s first 
choice to bring the story to the 
screen, I thought it would be an 
honor to do so.” 

The ones who make this movie 
most powerful, though, are the less- 
er-known actors and actresses who 
play Gruwell’s students. Comic- 
turned-actress April Lee Hernandez 
plays the troubled Eva honestly, 
without melodrama. Jason Finn is 
also impressive in his portrayal of 
Marcus, who has been homeless 


since his mother kicked him out of 
his house for being in a gang. Other 
students, such as those played by 
Mario (one name, like Madonna), 
Hunter Wyatt, 
Jacklyn Ngan and Kristen Herrera 
realistically bring the anger and fear 


Parrish, Deance 


of the race-divided high school to 
the screen 

I learned two things from my 
late night trip to the movies. First: 
Don’t be a snob about a movie just 
because it is an MTV film or seems 
to have done before. That 
doesn’t necessarily mean that the 
film can’t still be touching and real, 
that it can’t be well-acted or have an 
inspiring message. 

Second: Be careful about last 
showings at small-town movie the- 
aters. About 10 minutes from the 
end of the film, the projector’s 
motor died. My disappointment at 
not knowing the ending, as well as 
the disappointment of the six other 
people in the theater, attested to the 
fact that we had, albeit some of us 
unwillingly, been sucked into the 
story of Ms. Gruwell and her stu- 
dents. I recommend, readers, that 
you see this movie, if for no other 
reason than that you can tell me the 
ending. 

My sister provided some com- 
fort. “I'll bet their diaries get pub- 
lished and they make a major 
motion picture out of the book,” she 
said. 

Little sisters have a knack for 
making things better. 


been 
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BJ ALONE! EVERYONE IS HUGE/ 


A College Girl Named Joe by Aaron Warner 


MR. SCAB, YOUR RELENTLESS SHARING WHAT LITTLE 
SARCASM AND CONSTANT THOUGHT YOU WAVE, AS ANY THAT'S WHAT 
INTERRUPTION \S NOT ONLY DAMAGING BENEFIT 10 OTHERS, 1 HOPE IM PAP TO 70 
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45 Pine product 

46 Colorful horse 6 Back flow Solutions 

47 Mess up 7 Definite article 

49 Warbled 8 Part to play 


51 Grandiloquent deck 
54 Biblical poem 10 Aloha gift 
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56 Hostelry 11 Top diplomat 
57 Tram cargo 12 Photographer’s 
59 Upright walkers prompt 
63 King beaters 13 Metal fasteners 
65 1991 Traci 18 Fool 
Lords movie 22 Crux 
68 Impetuous 25 Los__,NM 
69 Tag line from 26 Arises 
Aesop 28 Overlay 
70 In the mail 29 Tale spinner 
71 Church recess 30 Gumbo need 
72 Entangle 31 Lean condition 
73 Seth’s boy 33 Commences 
; 37 Sounded 
DOWN familiar 
1 Notofthe cloth 39 “Schindler’s 52 Remove the 61 Pebbles 
2 Pakistani tongue List” star cover from Flintstone’s 
3 Burn a bit Neeson 53 Apothecary pet 
4 Location of 40 Sight from weights 62 Hardens 
Southern Miss Messina 55 Burning 64 Cow or hen 
5 “The Maltese 48 Roberto’s river 58 Type of collar 66 Novelist Levin 
Falcon” co-star 51 Jeweled coronet 60 First garden 67 Deface 
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You plan it. 


Attention to all: 

Dominican Republic’s Day of Independence 
February 23, 2007 from 11:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Haverhill Sports & Fitness Center 
Get involved: 

PLAN, PARTICIPATE, PARTY 
Here’s your chance to do it your way. 

Help plan the event. Meeting Tuesday, Feb 6th, 12pm, D117. 


Contact 
Bruce Potter 978-556-3731 
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Hot women’s spring fashion trends 


New maxi dress is a 
must have for any 
wardrobe 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


Oversized jumpers, ankle boots 
and metallic textures and fabrics are 
only a few of the trendy items fash- 
ion gurus predict will be the hottest 
fashion trends for 2007. Many of the 
new Styles are con- 
tinuations of trends 
in the previous 
years but with a 
modern twist. 

Key colors to 
look for this sea- 
son include gray, 
earthy browns, red, 
purple, black and 
white, gold, silver 
and khaki. Utilize these colors with 
the key looks this winter such as rock 
chick glam, gothic moods, polka 
dots, trench coats, layering, fur and 
military. 

The new maxi dress is a must 
have for your wardrobe. Ankle length 
dresses are comfortable and easy to 
wear. Choose one with a strong print 
for a striking look. You can easily 
dress them up with a pair of wedges 
or down with some flip-flops. 

Mini dresses are still staying 
strong, ranging in all styles from flir- 


ty to innocent. They come in differ- 
ent shapes, including the baby doll 
look, or a more fitted look with atten- 
tion to the waist. 

Space odyssey and neon are huge 
right now and don't seem to be going 
away anytime soon. Silver with 
white or black looks the hardest and 
most futuristic. For a little more fem- 
inine or romantic look, gold works 
perfect. Be on the lookout for neu- 
tral-colored clothing with a bit of 
neon. This is the kind of trend that 
stands out even in small doses. For a 
more flattering look, those with 


If you’re anything like me and you think 
trends...can make you look foolish, 
start slow. 


pinker skin should stick to blue 
undertones, while yellow undertones 
flatter more olive skin. 

If you're anything like me and 
you think trends like these two can 
make you look foolish, start slow. 
Accessories are the easiest and best 
way to test out a style you may be 
interested in sporting. Look for shiny 
metallic shoes and bags or patent 
leather for accessories that seem to 
be from the future. Everything from 
shoes to earrings to handbags are 
easy to find in almost any color 


imaginable. Match them with whites 
or nudes to easily join the trend. 

Oversized jumpers and ankle 
boots are back big time. For jumpers, 
fashion experts advise the big baggy 
look over a pair of leggings or skinny 
jeans. Short ankle books are a key 
trend, but when worn, everything 
else should be kept simple. Team 
them with a pair of slim-fitting jeans 
for a look that demands attention. 

Prints are starting to make a huge 
comeback especially 70s style, ani- 
mal and floral. Add some edge to 
your look by adding a pair of leop- 
ard-print heels with 
black tights. To use 
prints to their best 
advantage, look for 
styles that play up 
the shape of your 
body. 

Accessories on 
high demand for any 
outfit or style 
include exotic 
leathers, anything with a metal detail, 
wide belts, and the ever-popular 
oversized bag. Earrings and long 
necklaces in metallic or neon are fly- 
ing off shelves. Studded belts and 
cuffs are also predicted to be huge 
this year. Citrus shades such as 
lemons and oranges will be a must 
for any outfit come spring. 

Look great this year with these 
hot new trends or create your own. 
Unique styles always stand out in a 
crowd and who knows, maybe you 
could start the next hot trend! 


Yahoo! photos 


Ankle length dresses, in either solid or neon print, are 
comforatble and can be easily dressed up with a pair 
of wedges or down with a pair of flip-flops. 


“i ARIES (March 21- 
| April 20) After Monday, 

Aries many Aries natives may 
experience a powerful wave of social 
change. If so, expect friends or rela- 
tives to soon expand leisure activi- 
ties, explore new travel plans or pro- 
pose creative financial strategies. 
Remain open to all ideas: your enthu- 
siasm will be quickly adopted. Later 
this week, business officials may 
announce an unique project involy- 
ing new technologies, expanded 
communications or fast research. 
Offer assistance: team acceptance 


will prove vital to success. 
re) TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Over the next six 
Taurus days, a new friend or col- 
league may press for added access to 
your daily life. Special favors, living 
arrangements or rare family activities 
may be a key concern. Be polite but 
set firm boundaries: at present, pri- 
vate and public relationships are best 
kept clearly defined. Tuesday 
through Friday also highlight joint 
finances and shared home obliga- 
tions. Someone close may propose a 
controversial legal agreement. 
Remain detached: minor disputes 


will soon expand. 
iT GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) Romantic trian- 
Gemini gles and rare invitations 
are now distracting and 
unproductive. Before mid-week, a 
close friend or lover may misinter- 
pret your emotional interest in a col- 
league or new acquaintance. If possi- 
ble, avoid complex discussion: this is 
not the right time to address issues of 
trust and social privacy. Wednesday 
| through Sunday accent last minute 
| financial adjustments, revised legal 


permissions and complicated busi- 
ness contracts. Improvements may be 
controversial: stay alert 


re y CANCER (June 22- 
Ov July 22) Fast business 
Cancer decisions, although social- 

ly disruptive, will now 
work to your advantage. Tuesday 
through Friday, expect revised duties 
to bring added team opportunities 
and a need for skill development. 
Confidence will be quickly reward- 
ed: ask key officials for special per- 
missions, educational funding or new 
assignments. Late Saturday, a close 
relative may demand a detailed 
explanation of recent social encoun- 
ters or family events. Be forthcom- 
ing: trust will soon increase. b 


v7) 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Long-term career aspi- 
rations can now be re- 
established. Many Leos 
will soon end several months of low 
business interest and job disillusion- 
ment. Carefully consider all propos- 
als: in the coming weeks, renewed 
employment contracts will require 
detailed negotiations. After 
Wednesday, minor disruptions to 
family or social plans may be bother- 
some. Determination, however, is 
important: expect friends and rela- 
tives to request guidance, special 
home favors or revised agreements. 


| VIRGO (Aug. 23- 

Sept. 22) A colleague may 
this week relinquish con- 
trol of an important pro- 
ject. If so, expect complications or 
power struggles for much of the com- 


Virgo 


ing month. Remain diplomatic: 


social tensions may be high. After 
mid-week, private home discussions 
may reveal the hidden fears of loved 
ones. Public criticism, career failure 
or the disapproval of authority fig- 
ures may be more debilitating than 
anticipated. Plan unique family 
events or social gatherings: group 
support will prove invaluable. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Potential love affairs 
and new friendships are 
this week compelling but 
unreliable. Before Friday, social 
promises will be easily dismissed or 
quickly forgotten: enjoy private 
moments but avoid long-term obliga- 
tions or new future plans. After next 
week, romantic decisions will be 
undeniable: stay balanced and wait 
for meaningful change. Thursday 
through Sunday business and finan- 
cial discussions work to your advan- 
tage. Press authority figures for new 
roles or guidelines: all is well. 


Libra 


] SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Friends and 
Scorpio lovers may this week ask 
for added home promises 
or renewed group agreements. Areas 
of concern are daily routines, parent- 
ing obligations and minor machinery 
repairs. Don't delay: loved ones may 
be impatient. After mid-week, work- 
place negotiations provide unique 
insights into the methods of key offi- 
cials. Financial improvements, long- 
term contracts and job promotions 
may not arrive as expected. Timing is 
important: take time to evaluate all 
options. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
Monday through 
Wednesday, business 
agreements and new financial docu- 
ments may provide faulty numbers or 
misinformation. Remain determined: 
authority figures will now rely heav- 
ily on your attention to detail. After 
Thursday, a close friend may need 
extra encouragement. Social distrac- 
tion will help heal ongoing family or 
romantic disappointment. Offer 
cheerful discussion or fresh activi- 
ties: creative entertainment and 
group involvement will bring the 


desired results. 

© CAPRICORN 
- (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) Minor 
Capricorty disruptions to sleep pat- 
terns or bouts of restlessness may 
require attention early this week. If 
so, study daily dietary habits and 
health regimes for needed improve- 
ments. At present, many Capricorns 
will benefit from a rekindled interest 
in exercise or outdoor activities: 
remain flexible and watch for fast 
improvements. After Saturday, 
dreams and sudden intuitions may 
reveal the private concerns of a close 
friend. Stay alert: powerful feelings 

of isolation need to be addressed. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 


WAG 21-Feb. 19) Strong opin- 
Aquarius ions and bold discussions 
are this week an ongoing 

theme. Over the next few days, home 
plans may be easily disrupted by the 
emotional demands of a close friend. 
Romantic advice, social guidance or 
the recent actions of a potential lover 
may all be at issue. Your observations 
are accurate: remain dedicated to eth- 
ical solutions and public honesty. 


Sagittarius 


Later this week, a postponed finan- 
cial promise may demand comple- 
tion: ask for revised paperwork. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Nostalgic sen- 
timents and minor social 
doubts may be bother- 
some this week: before Thursday, 
expect younger friends or relatives 
may be unusually introspective. 
Allow for extra privacy, if possible: 
at present, complex social or roman- 
tic decisions will require quiet reflec- 
tion. After Saturday, study financial 
records for errors. Someone close 
may soon initiate money discussions 
or request added business advice. 
Remain determined: forgotten pay- 
ments will prove costly. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: Key 
officials will soon opt for new hiring 
procedures or changed personnel. 
Don't be unnerved: for the next few 
weeks workplace disagreements and 
rare improvements to flawed policies 
may be a source of concern for both 
managers and co-workers. After 
March 2, however, a new era of 
career advancement and job expan- 
sion is due to arrive. Throughout 
much of the next two months, last- 
minute business or financial propos- 
als may demand quick decisions. If 
so, expect fast expansion and posi- 
tive financial gains. June 7 to Aug. 19 
accent rare family choices, unique 
housing issues and new romantic 
proposals. Loved ones and potential 
romantic partners will provide con- 
crete solutions: stay open to fast 
changes and new sources of security. 
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NECC feat of region — with 
the lowest defensive average 


Knights update 


The Northern Essex men's basketball team is ranked fifth 


_ place in the region and have just won their eighth straight 
~ game. Players Anthony Griffin and Matt Zink are leading 


_ J the team with the highest scoring percentage. 


NECC upcoming home games are: 


*Saturday Jan. 27 
versus Springfield Tech — 3 p.m. 
*Saturday, Feb. 3 
versus Gateway — 2 p.m. 
*Saturday, Feb. 10 
versus Hesser College — 2 p.m. 


WED., FEBRUARY 7, Il-IPP 
sPORT & FITNESS CENTER 
OAVERRILL CAMPUS 


FOR MORE INFORM ag IN, CON. 
ZRHIS EVEN T es SPOONS 

ete Nw O F E raed 
"O“REBEQUE 


A999 


EF STUDENT At A Pai a po & O.RIE ATI 
IRE D soe Pane COLLE } 
LEME Net M hae 1G. E naa N T AN D 
THA SIGN, LANGUAGE INTERPRETER, PLEASE VCARL 556-3897 


Yenwndtint hoy ag 


CLM MU L 


Yael 
WA-ThAlengs 


Hot Soup! 


Paace Dance 
Marathon 


MON. FEBRUARY [2, {1-1PM 
DIMITRY BUILDING ATRIUM 
LAWRENCE CAMPUS 


All activities open to NECC 
students with valid College 
ID. Without ID $1. 


«Ag I 556-3731 
ree er ote naan iicime UNIT, 
2 Praga teks 
TIS ¥. 


erie aia ne 
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Manning wins big game 
against New England Patriots 


Colts come back to 
beat Pats and reach 
Super Bowl 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Sports Editor 


The Indianapolis Colts defeated 
the New England Patriots Sunday 
to go to their first Super Bowl since 
Super Bowl V. Both teams battled 
hard and the game came down to 
the final minute when Tom Brady 
threw an interception to Marlon 
Jackson to seal the game. 

The Pats dominated the first 
half, jumping out to a 21-6 lead by 
running the ball well and playing 
tight defense. Dillon and Maroney 
controlled the ground game with 
big runs, but they fizzled out in the 
second half when the Colts defense 
stepped up. 

Peyton Manning answered all 
of his critics who said he couldn’t 
win a big game. With his team 
down 18, he led his team down the 
field when they needed it most. In 
the final two minutes, Manning 
spread the ball around to his 
receivers Harrison, Wayne, and 
Clark. Joseph Addai capped it off 
with a two yard TD run with just 
over a minute left. 

As usual, win or lose, 
Belickeck didn’t have much to say. 
“The Colts deserve credit — they are 
a good football team,” he said. 

On the other side of the field, 
Tony Dungy appeared elated for his 
team. “I’m happy for this team, 
especially Peyton,” he said. 

Tom Brady looked poised to 
lead another fourth quarter come- 
back with one minute left. Only 
this time his team needed a touch- 
down to win instead ofa field goal. 
After completing his first two pass- 
es, Brady threw an interception, 


Mae y no Gi SERRE M EE 


The Colts deserve credit — they are a 
good football team. 


ending the Patriots’ season and 
leaving New Englanders stunned. 
This makes it the first Super 
Bowl to have an African American 
head coach at the helm. The Colts 


The Knights put 


some spring in their step 


Track and field looks 
to continue success 
in spring season 


By JAY COOREY 
Contributing Reporter 


With the semester underway, 
the spring track and field team is 
looking to capitalize on last year’s 
success. Practice has already begun 
for the Knights and a meeting will 
take place on Thursday, Jan. 25 in 
the Sports and Fitness Center at 


3:15 p.m. 


Returning for the Knights from 
last season will be James Mwangi, 
the defending NJCAA 400 champi- 
on. Laura Rudd will return for the 
girls, after taking All-American 
honors in last year’s 5,000 and 
10,000 meter runs. Shot and discus 
Shana 
placed in both events at Nationals 


specialist Blaney, who 
will also return for the Knights, 
joining the field of over 20 eligible 


athletes. 


After having a tremendous fall 
for the cross country team and tak- 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1.) When was the first 
Super Bowl played? 


2.) How many Super 
Bowls did Joe Montana 
win? 


3.) Who was the only 
black Quarterback to win 
a Super Bowl? 


4.) What team played in 
four straight Super Bowls 
from 1991-94 and lost 

every one? 


Getty Tae Shits 
Manning calls his play from the line of scimmage. 


-Bill Belicheck 


5.) What Hall of Fame 
Dolphins Quarterback 
played 17 seasons without 
winning a Super Bowl? 


will play the Chicago Bears in two 
weeks in Miami. Chicago defeated 


the New Orleans Saints earlier to 
make their place in the big game. 


ing All-American honors, Geoff 
Wahome will show his skills for the 
track and field 
Northern Essex a very talented 


team, giving 


team to work with this semester. 


The Knights had nine athletes 
show up for last years team in its 
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first year of competition, and coach 


Dawn Caputo believes they will at 


least double that effort in their sec- 


ond season. 


The Knights’ first meet will 
late March at 
Northeastern University. 


take place in 
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Phot Essay 


Welcome pti 


NECC students 
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The Spurk lobby still remains the popular spot for students to hang out with their friends 
before and after classes. 


~ 
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The Student Center was alive with activity as students lined up to register and, 
in some cases, re-register due to quite a few courses being canceled. 


The NECC bookstore remained busy throughout the 
day as students picked up their books and other 
essentials to kick off the semester. 


| 


Remember to give yourself a little extra time before class to find a 
parking spot, because it looks like it’s staying full again this semester. 
All photos by Joni Quinn 


